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digitalis, and recommending the nitrites and nitro-glycerine
as therapeutic agents.-Professor Tadassohn demonstrated
some interesting cases, such as lichen ruber planus con-
fined to the scrotum and the mouth ; an " acrodermatite
continue pustuleuse," apparently innocent but of very
doubtful prognosis; and an erythema induratum (Bazin)
in a scrofulous subject. In lupus erythematosus he advises
the exhibition of quinine in doses of from 20 to 60 grains
a day for months or the external application of a mixture
in equal parts of alcohol, ether, and spirit of peppermint.

Ziirich, May 29th. 
_______________

ROME.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Averting of Hail Storms.
HAIL, the " horrida grando " of Virgil, the " dira grando "

of Horace, has nowhere more than in Italy been felt as a
scourge. In 10 minutes the bursting of a hail-cloud may
convert a whole district, smiling with the promise of an

abundant harvest or vintage, into a scene of desolation,
leaving behind it economic rain, hygienic harm, misery-
individual and social-seldom even palliated by the heavy
insurance which has already anticipated much of the hard-
earned gains of the husbandman. In London some

25 years ago a fog of almost unprecedented duration
and density inflicted such damage, notably on a great
cattle show held at Islington, that it was seriously
proposed on future visitations of the kind to clear
the air by artillery, even at the cost (as then estimated) of
&pound;10,000. The proposal, transferred to Italy and applied to
her hail-storms,. has quite lately been energetically carried
out-mainly on the lines recommended and practised in

Styria by Signor Stiger. At Turin a member of Parliament

largely interested in agriculture, Signor Ottavi, has shown
that the mortar used in Styria, and still more the

" Unger cannon," also in use there, may be constructed
in any well-appointed Italian foundry-so simple are

they in construction and operation. The mortar, for

example, with a charge of from 80 to 100 grammes of
gunpowder, rammed in not very tightly and plugged at
the mouth with a stopper of unseasoned wood, can when
fired off in repeated volleys keep a hail-cloud at bay and
even break it up and disperse it. Throughout Italy, but more
particularly in the more robust, wealthier, more enterprising
north, one reads of experiments tried with the most grati.
fying results in this new method of dispersion of hail. Let
me quote an instance just communicated to me. In various
districts of Monferrato in the Alta Italia a violent thunder-
storm accompanied by hail was devastating a series of

upland farms at Trino Vercellese, Camino, Pontestura, and
Quarti. The storm was signalled to the people of San
Giorgio Monferrato as "terrible," so they lost no

time in preparing to give it a "warm reception."
They had quite a park of artillery prepared, the cannon,
as described by Signor Ottavi, being in great force. On
came the storm-cloud and out flashed the volleys in rapid
succession, till after two hours’ bombardment the cloud
revealed to the eye-witnesses a large rent through which the
blue sky was visible. It thereafter drifted away, leaving the
"colles apertos," of which, according to Virgil, 11 Bacchus" "

is so enamoured, in full possession of all their menaced riches
and smiling at the destruction they had escaped. Not a
hailstone fell, but from the ragged edges of the retreating
cloud there dropped a gentle and not unwelcome dew, hardly
amounting to rain. The vine-dressers, turned artillerymen
for the nonce, find the practice more amusing and less costly
than insurance. Of the two " charges " they prefer that of
the " Unger cannon."
Three Deaths from Reckless Prescribing and Dispensing.
I have had too frequent occasion to record the fatal results

of the scandalously loose practice of prescribing orally and
of dispensing without written instructions still prevalent in
Italy and still jeopardising the lives not only of Italians
themselves but of the stranger within their gates. The
criminal court of Tortona, a considerable town between
Alessandria and Genoa, supplies the latest and not the least
sensational instance in point. Dr. Giacomo Pezzotta, a

medical practitioner, and Signor Francesco Beltrami,
pharmaceutical chemist, were put on trial, 11 the

former for having prescribed orally and witbrmt indi-
cating the dose, the latter for having made up without pre-
scription in writing a preparation of ’ phosphorated cod-liver
oil’ (alio di fegato di merluzzo fosforato) which. contained
in a bottle and exhibited thereafter to three children for the
period of four days and in the dose of one teaspoonful per
diem, caused their speedy death from the excessive quantity
of phosphorus ingested." The Public Prosecutor contended
that Pezzotta’s responsibility lay in the fact that he had
entrusted the preparation of a drug containing a powerful
poison to a pharmacist without the formul&aelig; and instructions
as to use which are required by law, and that Beltrami’s
responsibility consisted in his having made up the prescrip-
tion "arbitrariamente" (arbitrarily) and handed it over to
his client without indicating its composition and character,
the dose in which it was to be taken, or indeed any
of the precautionary marks insisted on by the I I regolamento
sanitario." The accused were defended by able counsel
drawn from the Milanese and Bergamasque bars whose con.
tention was that the true cause of the death of the first child
had not been juridically proven and that the deaths of the
other two were attributable to the negligence of those about
them, not to the "imputati" (defendants). Numerous
witnesses, including practitioners, professors, and chemists,
were called on either side, the whole trial lasting
over three days. The court found for the prosecu-
tion that both Pezzotta and Beltrami were responsible
and condemned the former to imprisonment for two
months and 15 days with payment of a fine of 83 francs
(&pound;3 6s. 8d.) and the latter to five months’ imprisonment and
750 francs (&pound;30) fine. Both parties were also amerced in
costs. As I have often put in evidence, such cases of
criminal malpractice seem to survive the most exemplary
retribution of the law and-if the supporters of the Santini
Bill would only see it-explain and justify the misgivings
with which an English-speaking clientele regards the con-
signment of its health (and more) to practitioners among
whom such negligence is possible.

"Rectorcs Magnifici " of Padua, and Tupin.
The University of Padua has just elected as its "Rector

Magnificus " its illustrious Professor of Clinical Medicine, Dr.
Achille De Giovanni-the retiring holder of that office.. He
had 27 votes against 22 given for his rival Professor Nasini,
lecturer on Chemistry. For the similar post vacant in the
University of Turin by the death of Dr. Cesare Nani, Pro-
fessor of Legal History, there are several distinguished
candidates, among whom the medical names of Mosso and
Bizzozzero have been mentioned.
June 5th.

EGYPT.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Plague in Alexandria.
ALL readers of historical medicine know that plague was

constantly present in Egypt from the days when Egypt
and Greece were tottering towards decay and both shortly
to become Roman provinces, until 1844 when Kinglake
wrote his admirable "Eothen" and taught our fathers
and grandfathers the delights of Oriental travel. The
plague left England in the seventeenth century suddenly
and with equal abruptness it disappeared from
Egypt, though of late years it has often been in
Tripoli, Arabia, and Uganda. Now after 55 years absence
it is again in Alexandria and though its coming is
still shrouded in some mystery it is assumed that it
has reached us by some indirect channel from the
Hedjaz. Cholera has come to Egypt so often from the holy
places that it seems not unfair to remember that plague has
been present in Jeddah for three seasons and that there have
been more than 100 deaths from it there during the last
three months. The modern Alexandrian story is as follows.
On May 2nd a Greek boy, about 14 years of age,
was admitted into the Greek Hospital with fever
and a right axillary bubo. Plague was suspected,
but as the case was decided by the clinical and
bacteriological experts not to fulfil all the necessary
conditions and as there was no evidence of the disease
then existing in Egypt it was not officially reported.
However, the medical officer of health took the precaution
of tracing the patient’s surroundings. He lived in an inn
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frequented by Jews and other travellers, none of whom
could be traced to Jeddah or to the pilgrimage. On

May 16th another Greek was admitted into the Greek
Hospital with a left axillary bubo, delirium, and a tem-
perature of 1058&deg; F. This proved to be an undoubted case
of plague and was at once published. Since then there have
been six cases, all of bubonic plague-four natives and two
Greeks-all living in the poorest quarters of the town and
’not far removed from each other, but the cases are not inti-
mately connected. There are also the stories usual in plague-
time of rats having been seen sickly and dying without
apparent cause. So far the cases bear out the theory that
the propagation of the disease depends more upon place
infection than upon direct transmission from one individual
to another. All the eight cases, if we are to accept the
original doubtful patient, have been of the bubonic type, and
therefore much less infectious than the pneumonic or

 septic&aelig;mic variety. To those who know nothing practically
.about plague it may be justifiable to point out for comparison
that tubercle may be a local manifestation, such as "a post-
mortem finger," or the bacilli may enter the bronchi and
set up tuberculosis of the lung; or, again the microbe
may directly enter the blood-current and set up a

general poisoning, acute miliary tubercle. Of these three
it is only the second which is dangerous from the conta-
gious point of view. Now, the plague bacillus may enter
an abrasion on the hand or foot and produce local poison-
ing, evidenced by a bubo in the armpit or the groin, but the
bacilli are safely locked up and cannot very well spread the
disease, for when the bubo suppurates the pyogenic germs
are found to have killed the plague cocci. But if the cocco-
bacillus enters the respiratory passages the pneumonic form
is produced and the attendants are at once in danger. If
the microbe gets admission into the circulation an acute
septicasmic variety occurs which usually kills the patient
before he has much time to spread the disease.

Prophylactic Measures.
The Quarantine Board at Alexandria has had some special

meetings and has decided by a large majority to insist upon
the medical examination of all passengers and baggage
before sailing from Alexandria, and in addition the disinfec-
tion of the soiled linen of all third-class travellers. A few
Greeks have left the city for Europe, but there has been no
general flight or panic. Sir John Rogers and Pinching
Bey are at Alexandria, superintending sanitary measures
with their well-known energy and Dr. Bittar is
also there to assist in bacteriological investiga-
tions. The sick are rigorously isolated and their dwell-

ing places are very carefully disinfected, some of their
,effects being destroyed, and their friends and associates are
closely watched. One of the patients was found to live in
the house of a laundress and all her customers had to be

inspected. There is no plague in any other part of Egypt and
there is no increase in the death-rate either in Alexandria or
elsewhere. Everything tends to the belief that the poison is
localised and can be eradicated. 

’

The Pilgrimage.
There has been no plague among pilgrims this year, no

suspicion of it at Tor, and the latest accounts all say that 
there is now no longer plague at Jeddah.

Cairo, May 29th. 
________________ 

NEW YORK.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Convicts and Pthisis.
AT the recent Prison Congress in New Orleans Dr. Blake,

physician inspector at the Alabama Penitentiary, called
attention to the fact that phthisis is greatly on the
increase in prisons in the South. Taking his own State he
quoted statistics to show that in 16 years the percentage of
convicts dying from phthisis had risen from 17 per cent.
to nearly 37 per cent., while during one year-1895-96-
above 50 per cent. of the deaths in the penitentiary had
been from that disease. Dr. Blake quoted figures from
Mississippi, Texas. Georgia, Virginia, and other States, going
to show that phthisis had steadily increased among the
prison population. In Texas in 1896 two-thirds of the total
number of deaths of convicts were caused by phthisis.
The trouble, according to Dr. Blake, lies in the fact that

tuberculous and non-tuberculous convicts are herded
together. Especially is this the case in the winter months
when the greatest number of convicts is crowded into the
smallest possible space in order to economise fuel and
blankets.

Conelusion of the Beef Court.
The above court decides that the testimony is conclusive

that both the refrigerated beef and the canned beef were in
good condition when delivered to the Government and con-
tinued so until issued to the troops, except in special
instances where the deterioration was due to accidental con-
ditions in transportation or to the influence of the tropical
climate. The report admits the liability of refrigerated beef
to taint quickly when removed from the ice chests. The
court finds the charges of "embalming" the fresh beef to
have been unsubstantiated by the testimony, and says that
no chemicals were used to preserve it. It also finds that it
would have been impracticable to secure beef on the hoof for
the Cuban campaign. The finding is likewise in opposition
to the assertion of General Miles that the use of the beef
was an experiment. Much attention is given to the charges
concerning the canned roast beef, and it is stated that
the testimony proves it to have been wholesome and
nutritious when used in moderation and under favourable
circumstances. The position is taken that too much of this
article of food was supplied to the men, and that under the
circumstances it was unpalatable and found undesirable as
a continuous ration. The fact is set forth that the canned
roast beef had not been used to any appreciable extent
before the beginning of this war, and it is therefore

regarded as an untried ration practically. In view of this
fact the Commissary-General of Subsistence is criticised for
the purchase of the meat in such extensive quantities. As
to the character of the meat for wholesomeness and nutri-
tion the reports of Professor Atwater and Professor Chitten-
den are quoted at length sustaining the claims in this

respect. The findings of the court are that the meat was
not "doctored"; that it was the beef of commerce; that
there was no more neglect than was incident to the hurried
preparations for war; that the inspection, while generally
according to regulations, was not always up to re-

quirements, and that the sickness of the troops was

not to any great degree occasioned by the use of either
the canned or the refrigerated beef. In the opinion
of the Army Commission the following facts sufficiently
indicate the causes of disease. The principal reasons

for the disease prevalent in the army were exposure
to extreme alternations of daily temperature, to incessant
downpours of rain, and to the malarial influences peculiar
to the most dangerous portion of the island of Cuba at the
unhealthiest season of the year. Lack of shelter from sun and
rain and irregular, inadequate, and insufficient supplies of
food, fuel, and clothing, due to want of transportation, also
entered as contributory causes of the sudden and alarming
increase in the sick report which all accounts agree as
having taken place between July 8th and 10th, and after
the command had been subjected for some days to the
fatigue and exposure incidental to the digging and manning
of trenches, the maintenance of an outpost service, and the
conduct of siege operations. That the sickness was due to
particular articles of ration rather than to the character and
components of the ration itself and its general unsuitability
to existing conditions is not clear. This is shown by
the fact that though there is a very marked difference in the
meat components of the ration issued to and used by the
different commands of the army the sick rate was very
much the same in all. A division, for instance, which sub-
sisted largely on bacon and used no canned beef and but
ittle refrigerated beef suffered as seriously from sickness as
another division which used the canned fresh meat and
received also considerable quantities of refrigerated beef.
having regard, therefore, to the testimony adduced as to the
iauses which are admitted to have operated to produce
ntestinal disorders, such as the eating of tropical fruits, the
use of unboiled and unfiltered water, malarial poisoning, the
ixposure to daily rains and the considerable diurnal varia-
ions of the temperature and the like, the court finds it
mpossible to conclude that either the canned fresh beef or
he refrigerated beef appeared to any considerable extent as
auses of intestinal troubles.

Mortality in the Plrilippinaos.
Surgeon-General Sternberg has just received from Manila
report giving the mortality record of the Philippines for the


